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Brothers & Sisters  
 As we enter into Advent many of us are franticly trying to meet the ñChristmasò 
expectations to always be happy as you struggle to find the perfect gifts, or create the 
perfect meals, parties, decorations, etc...  We get so lost in the stuff we ñneedò to do 
that often we forget the reason for the celebration.  The birth of a child wrapped in rags 
and put in a feeding trough in a stable in a backwater town in Palestine.   
 As many of you know, my favorite Christmas TV special is ñA Charlie Brown 
Christmasò.  I think it is because I often have my own Charlie Brown moments, where I 
just do not feel that I measure up to the worldôs or my own expectations, especially   
during the time of Christmas.  Limited time and money and high expectations from  
ourselves or others can cause many of us trouble this time of year.  All to often the time 
of Advent is so busy that we lose track of the true meaning of Advent and of Christmas, 
leaving us, like Charlie Brown, desperately searching for it.    
 In his Christmas story, Charlie Brown is confused as he searches for the mean-
ing of Christmas.  He looks around at his friends to no avail: His dog Snoopy is trying 
to win the best decorated house contest. Lucy wants all the best toys (I wonder what 
Charlie Brown would say about commercialism and Christmas today?).  The Christmas 
pageant, under Charlieôs direction, is in total chaos with some wanting to use the show 
for their own glory, while others just want to dance to Schroederôs cool jazz.  To top it 
off, Charlie Brownôs choice of a humble Christmas Tree brings laughter and cat calls 
from the gathered assembly.   
 He reaches his wits end and in frustration he shouts, ñIsnôt there anyone who 
can tell me what Christmas is all about!!!?ò   
 Linus steps forward and in a calm voice responds ñSure Charlie Brown, I can 
tell you what Christmas is all about.ò  Then Linus moves toward the center of the stage 
saying, ñLights, please.ò  The spotlight shines on Linus and he starts one of most  
beautiful speeches in any cartoon; quoting Luke 2:8-14, (KJV)  

 ñAnd there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night.  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were 
sore afraid.  And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.  And this shall be a 
sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger.  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.ñ 

 Linus picks up his blanket and walks back towards Charlie Brown and 
says,ñThatôs what Christmas is all about, Charlie Brown.ò 
 The true meaning of Christmas is a child born for us.  Like that poor little tree of 
Charlie Brownôs God enters the world not to a great and powerful king but to a poor, 
week, and lowly girl and her carpenter fiancee. God doesn't come down to the most 
powerful nation, but to little back water country, Israel.  Jesus is not even born in the 
largest city of that country, instead in a small town overlooked by most who pass it.  
The proclamation of his birth is not announced to Lords and Ladies but to sheep and 
shepherds.  You see all too often God takes what we consider great and makes it lowly, 
and God takes what we consider lowly and makes it the greatest of all. So God enters 
into the world in a stable and is held by a poor girl. 
 As followers of that child born in a stable, we are Advent people. That is, we are 
waiting people. We live year-round in the long cusp between promise and fulfillment. 
We wait in active and defiant hope. In Advent we remember that we live as Christ's  
followers and imitators: defying so many social conventions and so much conventional 
wisdom, interpreting reality differently, and insisting that God will have the final word 
in the world's story. 
  



Recently I heard about a movement called ñAdvent Conspiracyò, check out  
adventconspiracy.org, This site calls on Christians to resist the consumerist excesses of 
Christmas and calls us to use our money to provide clean drinking water to  
impoverished communities that lack it.  The Advent Conspiracy's pits the gospel's 
world-changing narrative against the commercial excesses of Christmas and asks 
Christians, "What kind of story would you like to enter this Advent and Christmas?" 
That is the same question Christians pose to the world every Advent, subtly enacted 
through the lighting of the Advent candles that pierces the night, and openly expressed 
through our values, actions, and speech. 
 Throughout this Advent and Christmas season, may the true meaning of  
Christmas guide your actions and fill your heart.  
 May you have a Peaceful Advent and Joyful Christmas in Christ. 
 
In Christôs Love, 
 
Pastor Tim 
 

 
  

 

Hello from the Volunteer Coordinator: 
 
By now some of you have gotten a call, text or email from me asking you to participate in a 
Service at Bethany. To those of you, who have responded, THANK YOU!  You have made 
my job so much easier. 
If I am not hearing back from you I am worried that I have the wrong contact information. So 
will you please take a minute to send me an email at bethanymem@gmail.com, call or shoot 
me a text at 641-373-0367 and update me?    
With Pastorôs help I think I have a pretty good idea of which services you frequent and that is 
what I am using for my requests. Should you receive a request for a service time that no longer 
fits with your   preferences, by all means update me.   
I would also love to hear from you if you have a project or a committee that needs help finding          
volunteers. Together we can make it an easier task.   
Are you comfortable with reading in front of people but using the steps is difficult?  We can 
bring the microphone to you. Does Ushering seem daunting? Letôs talk about ways to make it 
easier. Do you enjoy baking but not a lot?  Small batches are great! Together we can make 
anything work. We are always looking for ways to improve, if you have any suggestions or 
ideas, PLEASE send them my way.   
Once again, thank you for all you do! 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES  

  5:15   7 & 8 Grade Youth Group 

  6:00   Supper  

  6:30   7 & 8 Grade Confirmation 

  6:30   Parents Bible Study 

  7:45   High School Youth Group 

http://www.adventconspiracy.org/


           
       REMEMBER THE BETHANY FAMILIES WITH PRAYER 

 

This month, ask God to protect, direct, and show favor to these members. Give thanks 
for their presence in this community. 

December 1-7  Hansen, Julyn & Aaron  
  Hansen, Laurence & Shirley 
  Hansen, Randy & Darla 
  Hansen, Mark, Joan, Leah & Keri   
 
December  8-14  Harken, Wade, Michelle & Abigail  
  Harman, Doris 
  Harman, Randy & Brenda  
  Hartford, Adam, Kim, Grace, Colin & Barrett    
       
December 15-21  Heath, Bryan 
  Heetland, Chad, Maria, Calli Murray,    
     Andrew & Hannah 
  Heflin, Lois 
  Heinzeroth, Jeff, Robin, Gatlin 
 
December  22-31  Heitland, Jason, Rebecca, Cheyenne, Sierra, & Sage
  Heitland, Jon, & Mary 
  Helmke, Eunice 
  Henry, Deanne  
 
  

Thank You 
 
I would like to thank all those who expressed their condolences those that included us in their 
prayers at the time of the loss of my sister, Lois Flygstad.  
Sincerely, 
Doris Harman 

 
CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 

 

Christmas Eveï 6:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m. 
Christmas Day-10:45 a.m. 



 
           

  AN ACT OF INJUSTICE 
 

On a recent trip to Romania, I, along with four hundred other volunteers, were excited 
at the thought of building forty  houses for forty families as part of a Habit for Humani-
ty build.  However, one week prior to the build the newly elected mayor of Bacau 
withdrew the building permits.  One half of the teams decided not to participate and 
dropped out.  My team, sponsored by Thrivent, asked if there would be something for 
us to do if we arrived.  When told there would be plenty to do, 174 of us proceeded to 
Bacau. 
This was my first HfH build so did not know what to expect.  Experienced builders 
were disappointed because we did not see a house being built.  So what did we do six 
hours a day for five days?  Teams built trusses while others built the walls. The first 
two days I pounded four inch nails into two by fours and bent more nails than I care to 
admit.  When I could no longer hold a hammer, my arm was so tired, I helped at one of 
the sawing stations.  I carried two by fours to the saw and piled the sawed pieces on a 
pallet then carried the trash wood to the trash pile via a wheel barrow.  The finished 
trusses were hung on the side of a building and the walls were placed on the previously 
made cement foundations.  It will not take long for the already made trusses and walls 
to be put into place.  
 Why was pulling the permits an act of injustice?  It would be an understatement to say 
the families who were to move into their new home by the end of October, 2016, were 
disappointed.    Our team visited the apartment where one of the familyôs lived and 
were sickened by what we saw.  A family of four, two parents, a boy and a girl, lived 
in one smallish room.  All four slept on a queen sized bed.  The toilet was down the 
hall.  One toilet and one shower was shared by sixteen other families.  Not sixteen peo-
ple but 16 families!  Thick, black, mold was encrusted in the corners of the bathroom 
and the floor was covered with filthy water.  This family now has to continue living in 
this substandard housing for another six months to a year, the time it might take to get 
new permits.  
The mayor claimed the ousted mayor did not follow proper procedures prior to issuing 
the permits and he wanted to review the process.  However, the local Habit people feel 
the new mayor wants his name on the project.  If the build had continued as projected 
the ousted mayor would get the praise.  The ñnewò mayor is not concerned that some 
of his constituents live in substandard housing; he is more concerned about his image.   
The volunteers had the heart of Jesus; we wanted to build decent homes for the fami-
lies.  Injustices occur frequently.  However, this was the first time I was in the forefront 
of such an act.  My hope and prayer is that the new permits will be issued as quickly as 
possible; having adequate housing is sorely needed.  My prayers are not only for the 
disappointed families but I also ask the Holy Spirit to soften the hardened heart of the 
newly elected mayor.   An injustice needs to be corrected as quickly as possible.  
  
Submitted by Jane Granzow, retired pastor.   

On the WELCA Synod Board:   

Mission Area:  justice  

    



 CIRCLE EVENTS 

December 1 at 9:30 a.m.. will be the Rebekah Circle meeting. 
The BLCW Board Meeting will be held at 5:15 p.m., December 5th  

December 7 at 7:00 p.m the Ruth Circle will meet.  

ELDERBERRIES 
We are a group for those 50 years and older. We meet on the third  

Sunday of the month at 5 p.m. in the church for a potluck, social time and  
sometimes have a program. Our December potluck will be Sunday the 18th . This will 

be our Christmas Party with a Yankee Swap.  

BETHANY MENôS  BREAKFAST 
Calling all men.  We have a  menôs group and we want you to join us! 
We meet each Saturday at 7:30 AM. We will have breakfast, fellowship, 

 and devotions. See you there! 

 

Church Council Meeting will be held Sunday, December 11,  
at 12:15 p.m. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 
We will be serving Christmas Dinner here and need volunteers to help 

with this service event. If you can help please sign up.  
If you want to eat with us,  

have a meal delivered, or carry-out your meal, 
 please make a reservation at the church  

641-648-3555. 

CARING CALLERS  
December 18 will be Caring Callers Weekend  
Please pick up your lectorôs notes on the credenza.   

WINGS OF REFUGE  
The Social Concerns and Missions committee will be collecting monthly donations for Wings of Refuge.  Each month 
Wings of Refuge will provide a list of supplies they need.  For the month of December we will be collecting hair 
brushes, hair dryers, al purpose cleaner, glass cleaner, and batteriesï 9V, AA and AAA.  Donations may be put on the 
table that is underneath the bulletin board in the fellowship hall  Thank you for your support. 

THRIFT SHOP 
Bethany is helping clean the Thrift Shop on December 26.  

Please sign up if you can help.  

FREE MEALS AT THE METHODIST CHURCH 
We will be helping serve the free meals at the Methodist Church on Wednesday December 21st. 
We need volunteers, to prepare the dinner, servers, and baked goods. Please sign up to help in 

whatever way  you can. 



Bethany 100 Year Celebration 

The Bethany 100 committee has been meeting and here are  

the plans for the celebration.    

1. Sunday, June 28, 2017 we will have a celebration kickoff party. This will include 

worship at 9:00, followed by a fair which will include   

      a barbecue, old time games,  and other fun events. On this Sunday we will  

      invite the surrounding community to join us in the celebration.  

2. Saturday October 21, 2017 we will have worship at 5:30.  Bishop Ullestad will 

preach  and Pastor Tim will lead the service. After service we will have a banquet at 

Bethany. The committee will give a presentation of  

      the  hundred years of Bethany and former pastors will share their  

       reflections. 

3. Sunday, October 22, 2017 we will have worship at 10:00, which will 

       be led by former pastors of Bethany Lutheran Church. Followed by a  

       cake and coffee fellowship. 
If you have any historical items from Bethany that you would like to loan for the Bethany 100 celebration 
please bring them to the church office. We are looking forward to a great celebration in 2017. 

Here are our Bethany 100 Logoôs. 

Shirt Front                Shirt Back      By Connie & Sarah Moehlman
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By Faith Jones 
 
      

 



12/01 Hanson Kari 

12/03 Porath Ryan 

12/03 Porter Douglas 

12/05 Picht Jillian 

12/06 Bauer Sonja 

12/07 Bahr Glen 

12/07 Glade Lydia 

12/07 McDaniel Emily 

12/07 Sundholm Michele 

12/08 Doering Abigail 

12/10 McWherter Linda 

12/10 York Linda 

12/11 Lewey Landyn 

12/11 Muilenburg Troy 

12/11 Parker Lorraine 

12/11 Sundholm Alexander 

12/12 Mulford Allyson 

12/13 Barr Mike 

12/13 Hartford Grace 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

12/16 Robison Ryan 

12/17 Hacker Tommy 

12/17 Johnson Alan 

12/19 Albrecht Carla 

12/19 Choate Micaela 

12/19 Hanson Joan 

12/20 Heetland Andrew 

12/21 Rusley Philip 

12/22 Hoover Joshua 

12/23 Janes Logan 

12/23 Moravec Neva 

12/23 Sanders Ivy 

12/23 Tjarks Frankie 

12/24 Harken Michelle 

12/26 Heitland Rebecca 

12/26 Hoversten Paul 

12/28 Brown Leiland 

12/28 Weidemann Paige 

12/29 Doering Zachary 

12/29 Fevold Mark 

12/29 Halladay Jane 

12/29 Hamilton Laura 

12/29 Virchow James 

12/30 Hoffman Dylan 

12/30 Lehtola Jerome 

12/30 Mulford Piper 

12/31 Kramer Roger 

12/13 Krukow Brenna 

12/13 Miller Mike 

12/14 Doering Lisa 

12/14 Nelsen Fenton 

12/16 Jensen Shannon 

12/16 Lancaster Marlee 

12/16 Meyer Benjamin 

12/16 Meyer Glenn 

   

   

12/06 Buscher, Cody & Codi 

12/07 Jones, David & Susan 

12/10 Thies, Tony & Mari 

12/12 Dunphy, Tim & Renae 

12/27 Hanson, Mark & Joan 

12/28 Hansen, Randy & Darla 

12/28 Koch, Kirby & Carolyn 

12/29 Halladay, Matthew & Jane 

12/30 York, Lester & Linda 

12/30 Duit, Tyler & Sheli 

12/31 Moehlman, Mike & Connie 

     Happy Anniversary 
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WINTER GARDEN  OF BEAUTY 
 

Bethany Lutheran Church 
  

Letôs share the beauty of the season as we  
remember, honor, or celebrate loved ones. 

 
  

Christmas celebrations are filled with color, with memory, with joy and with 
hope.  This year Bethany invites you to share the  celebration by purchasing a 

poinsettia through  
Bethanyôs Winter Garden to adorn our sanctuary. 

  
 
  

Please complete this form and return it, along with the  
appropriate contribution, to the church office.   
The deadline is Sunday, December 18. 

 
  
DONOR(S)__________________________________________ 
  
IN MEMORY OF: 
 
  
  
  
IN HONOR OF: 
 
  
 
  

 Total number of poinsettias ordered______ 
at $10.00 each = $_______Total 

  
Make checks payable to Bethany Lutheran Church, 

noting ñpoinsettiaò in the memo line. 
 
 

 



FREE  
COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS DINNER  

DECEMBER 25 at NOON 

Served at BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2712 Washington Ave.  

Iowa Falls, Iowa 50126 

Dineðin, carry-out or have it delivered to you.  

Call to reserve your meal: 641-648-3555 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

Through Godôs love as revealed to us in Jesus Christ, it is the purpose of Bethany Lu-
theran Church to proclaim the gospel of that love throughout the world by creating and 
building a community of worship in the Lutheran tradition of Word and Sacrament, 
providing fellowship, encouraging growth through learning and reaching out in witness 

and service. 
 

WE ARE CALLED TO LIVE THE MARKS OF DISCIPLESHIP 

 As disciples of Jesus we will strive to: 

Pray Daily 

O 

Worship Weekly 

E 

Read the Bible daily 
 

Serve at and beyond Bethany Lutheran Church 

Unite with and be in  

Relationship with others 

Give of our time, talents, and resources 

E 

 
2016 BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL:   

 

R.J. Ford, Matt Hill, Sara Kobe, Amber Lee, Pastor Tim Maybee,  

Sarah Moehlman, Tom Moravec, Gene Newgaard, Barb Nuss,  

Billie Jo Shahan,  Jason Snyder, and Joel Weeks 

 
Church Office Hours 8:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  Monday-Friday 
Church Phone  641-648-3555 
Churchôs E-Mail             bethanyiowafalls@gmail.com 
Church Address  2712 Washington Ave, Iowa Falls, IA 50126 
Pastor Timôs E-mail  bethanyptim@gmail.com 
Pastor Timôs Cell Phone 515-745-3683 
Bethany Web Site             www.bethanyiowafalls.net   to visit scan here: 


